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have seen, on more than one occasion reached an acute stage,
and it is with them that we are at present chiefly concerned,
although, as we have noted, other Eastern countries are in-
volved. Whatever the ultimate position may be, we may
rest assured that the Western nations of the world cannot
permanently maintain a position of monopoly for themselves
in the West and of free competition in the East

The economic aspects of the problems involved should
be considered first, as, according to the principles we have
mentioned as necessary for national welfare, each nation
must have the right to determine its economic conditions in
so far as these can be affected by legislation and administra-
tion. Among the international economic problems at present
confronting statesmen in different parts of the world are
those arising from the different standards of life which have
been maintained by races in different levels of culture, \vhich,
after having lived segregated lives practically uninfluenced
by one another, are suddenly brought into the closest eco-
nomic relations.

The normal or natural emigration of working people
from one land to another would of itself evoke little or no
resentment, as the changes would be so slow that people
would be able to adapt themselves to them without any
trouble. When, however, the feverish and greedy spirit of
capitalism or of empire intervenes, and large numbers of low
wage-workers are imported into any country, the reduction
of the standard of wages inevitably incites and intensifies
racial feeling and causes hatred. This is especially true
when it is evident that the importation takes place in the
interest of a comparatively small body of capitalists. The
difficulty is increased when emigration companies are organised
by men whose only object is to extract as much profit as
possible out of the transactions. This was the case in
Japan, and moreover these companies co-operated with the
capitalists in America, whose interests as a rule were opposed
to those of labour. There were, until recently, about thirty
such companies in Japan, and they sent large numbers of